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Education, religion, human rights and development

& unesco
Education is one of the universal human rights

(UN, 1948, art. 26)

it empowers people to invest in their human capital and attain
skills that can propel their career to higher earnings in the labor
market and, hence, higher standards of living

The right to education: & ;

What's at stake in Afghanistan

A 20-year

Religion can play a decisive role in promoting or

hindering education and, hence, development

via vertical & horizontal cultural transmission of social norms
and their interdependence with institutions (Galor, 2022)
history, geography and trade have shaped out the adoption
and spread of religions (e.g., Michalopoulos, Naghavi and
Prarolo, 2018)

Educat
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Economic growth, diversity, innovation and politics

Human capital is a proximate determinant of economic growth (e.g., Mankiw, Romer and Weil,
1992; Gennaioli et al., 2013; Squicciarini and Voigtlander, 2015)

Education has a potential to preserve diversity, instill tolerance, diminish the probability of
conflict and enhance the occurrence of new ideas and technological progress (Ogaki and Mihailov,
2021)

similarly to religion, education and the related formation and transmission of beliefs and values in a
society are also strongly influenced by the political system (e.g., Aslam, Farvaque and Mihailov, 2020)
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Radical religious rule: the Taliban (1996-2001)

Giving an equal opportunity to primary and secondary education for every child at preschool
and schooling age is the bare minimum of a benevolent government's policy embracing the goal of
fairness and human development

Yet, some governments do not endorse and implement such a general guiding principle,
succumbing to radical religious or other considerations

The Taliban takeover of control over most of Afghanistan during 1996-2001 is perhaps the
best known and striking example of such policies across the modern world
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Radical religious rule: the Taliban (1996-2001) and women

Women were excluded from public life and denied access to education or labor market
positions outside their home (Rashid, 2010)

in accordance with the Taliban own and unique radical interpretation of the Sharia law, labeled as “the
strictest interpretation of the Sharia Law ever seen in the Muslim world" by Rashid (2010)
in stark contrast with the situation in the few decades prior to the coming to power of the Taliban

\Afghan women participated in their communities’ social, political and cultural life. Fifty percent of the students and 60 percent of the teachers at

Kabul University were women. Similarly, women constituted 70 percent of all school teachers. Forty percent of the doctors in Kabul were women as
were 50 percent of the civil government workers" (Herzer, 2001)

Girls older than 8 years were banned from going to school

this has generally been blamed for the collapse of educational attainment of women (Ramadurai, 2012)
since the end of the Taliban rule in 2001, decisive strides ahead were made to repair this deplorable
situation (UNESCO, 2021)
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Scarring e ects from the past tend to persist in the future

With the return of the Taliban to power in Afghanistan since August 2021, the international
community has begunto worry again about women and their rights
to con rm such fears, women were  banned from all Afghan universities in December 2022

with this ban, nearly all Afghan women above 12 y.o. are barred from education (Berger and George, 2022)

There are lessons to learn from the past , and in this lies part of our motivation
many aspects of the Taliban rule would be worth investigating regarding human development concerns
we focus on its long-term impact on human capital accumulation because the prohibition of girls’
education was not only unjust and devastating, but also seems persistent
moreover, boys' education might be endangered as well by the interdiction for female teachers to
practice (Rashid, 2010)
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Related literature and our contributions

Institutions and culture (including religion) are  fundamental determinants of growth . We contribute to this
literature in quantifying the long-term causal impact of a radical religious rule on human capital accumulation

of men and women
) e.g., Przeworski and Limongi (1993); Acemoglu, Johnson and Robinson (2001); Acemoglu (2009); Becker and Woessmann (2009); Tabellini
(2010); Leon (2012); Rohner, Thoenig and Zilibotti (2013); Akbulut-Yuksel and Yuksel (2015)

Our paper relates to the general literature on the impact of con icts on education
) e.g., Chamarbagwala and Mor an (2011); Shemyakina, (2011); Leon (2012); Justino, Leone and Salardi (2014); Brown and Vel asquez (2017);
Monteiro and Rocha (2017); Busck, Di Maio and Miaari (2019)

Our work adds to the literature on  religion economics  and the functioning of sectsand radical religious militias
) e.g., lannaccone (1992); Berman (2003); Berman and Laitin (2008); and for a survey, see lyer (2016)

In light of our empirical ndings, we add to the literature on the critical importance of early childhood for

later life socioeconomic outcomes
) e.g. Garbarino and Kostelny (1996); Kuterovac-Jagodi c (2003); Barenbaum, Ruchkin and Schwab-Stone (2004); Gould, Lavy and Paserman
(2011); Leon (2012); Heckman, Pinto and Savelyev (2013); Coutenier et al. (2019)
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Closest papers

These papers, and ours, do not investigate the impact of radical religious militias' acts of violence, but rather

the impact of their extreme institutions

in occupied territories, the Taliban enforced their ~ own interpretation of the Sharia law
their radical norms were  formally imposed and not only brought to people  informally through insurgency violence, terror and destruction

Noury and Speciale (2016)

focuses on the impact of the Taliban regime on women's education, labor market participation and fertility outcomes

DiD analysis on cohorts of birth and provinces of residence using data from the 2007/2008 National Risk and Vulnerability Assessment
Survey (NRVA)

nd that one additional year of exposure to the Taliban regime while of school age reduces women's likelihood of completing basic
education by about 2 pp, literacy probability by about 3 pp, and total years of education by about 0.2 years

Maity and Shukla (2022)

uses data from the 2015 Afghanistan DHS to estimate the impact of the Taliban rule on women's age at rst marriage and at rst childbirth
the authors argue that parents might have seen marriage as a way to ensure the security and mobility of their daughters given the strict
gender policies implemented by the Taliban,

they con rm it empirically, nding an increase of about 7 months in the age at rst marriage of Tajik and Uzbek women (the Northern
Alliance was mainly composed of Tajiks and Uzbeks) relative to other ethnic groups, notably the Pashtuns (main ethnicity of the Taliban)
analogous results regarding age at rst childbirth
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Preview of main results

Our main contribution is to uncover that the negative human capital accumulation e ect of
radical religious rule is mostly generated in the early childhood of women ,and {less so {
men: that is, in preschool age and at the start of schooling

Other studies have not considered preschool age, so  we introduce an important re nement
the girls who missed out on the chance of embarking on education around the age of 6 years because of the
Taliban ban were considerably disadvantaged, in a sort of  long-term \scarring" e ect
we quantify this damage to be of the order of nearly 50% reduction in the mean value of their years of
schooling, literacy probability and primary school completion probability compared to the control
provinces

The policy relevance  of our results is huge and immediate
in Afghanistan where the Taliban returned to rule in August 2021 and resumed their restrictive policies on
women's education
in all countries where radical religious doctrines deprive children of their right to education and, hence,
better career and life prospects
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