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From Soviet Plans to Russian Reality
Esteemed economist Pekka Sutela, specialising in the Rus-
sian economy, will be 60 very soon. To celebrate the occa-
sion, a book From Soviet Plans to Russian Reality, will be 
published.  The book allows eight of the world’s leading re-
searchers on Russia to examine the country’s economy and 
society.

The common theme of the articles in this celebratory publi-
cation is the intertwining of economics and politics. In the 
last two decades, the cold war superpower has become one 
of the world’s largest emerging economies. Has Russia be-
come a normal country? The book’s articles paint a picture 
of a market economy, characterised by many unique featu-
res. The close relationship between the country’s economy 
and politics influence such issues as the structure of the 
Russian economy, economic policy and the nation’s ability 
to develop genuinely new and innovative products.


