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Klarna is born

DACH expansion
SOFORT 

acquisition

The history of Klarna starts when 
the idea of safer and simpler 

online shopping, both for 
consumers and merchants, is 

born.

Three friends establish Klarna and 
launch the first payment solution 
that allows customers to get their 
purchases first and pay later via 

invoice.

Klarna expands and opens up its 
online payment solution to consumers 

in Norway, Denmark and Finland. 

Klarna is expanding rapidly and enters 
Germany and the Netherlands.

Acquires SOFORT (German online 
payment). The acquisition makes 

Klarna the single leading 
payment player within 

e-commerce in northern Europe.

2015

US expansion

 Klarna officially launched its 
payment services in the U.S. 

market, a testimony of Klarna’s 
ambition to become a global 

player.

2005

2016 2017 2017

CNBC top 
disruptor list Becomes bank

VISA
strategic 

partnership
Klarna named number 8 top 

disruptor by CNBC. Featured on 
list of top disruptor for the second 

consecutive year.

Granted full banking licence by 
Finansinspektionen, the Swedish 
Financial Supervisory Authority.

Klarna announced it has reached 
an agreement for Visa to invest in 

Klarna, and intend to develop a 
future strategic partnership. 

2017

Launch of New 
Brand Identity: 

“Smoooth”
Introduces new fashion-inspired 

brand to the world of banking.






















